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highest among the electronic government
services they wish to perform. Businesses are
most interested in searching court records and
obtaining or renewing professional licenses
online. Perhaps surprisingly, both citizens and
businesses expressed a high degree of will-
ingness to pay modest transaction fees in re-
turn for the convenience of being able to ac-
cess government services via the Internet 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

The survey also confirmed that trust is the
most critical issue facing government in pro-
viding online services to constituents. The sur-
vey found, for example, that only one-third of
current Internet users trust the government to
keep their records confidential. Clearly, gov-
ernment agencies are going to have to work
harder to develop the level of trust necessary
for citizens to increase their use of the Internet
for accessing electronic government services.

As part of the work of the Congressional
Internet Caucus next year, we will undertake
an effort to educate Members about how this
‘‘eGovernment’’ revolution is proceeding at the
state level, as well as how they can better
connect with their constituents through elec-
tronic means. As part of this effort, we need
to assess ways to bridge the digital divide so
that all of our constituents can participate in
the Internet Century. I anticipate that we also
will continue to offer a series of sessions on
the most pressing Intellectual Property issues
of the day, such as the award of business
method patents and ways to update the Copy-
right Act so that it continues to reflect evo-
lutions in technology.

We will of course welcome the participation
of all Members in the Caucus and their sug-
gestions on developing new means of con-
necting with our constituents.
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Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, for a number of
us, the terrorist attack on the U.S.S. Cole
struck close to home.

Craig Freeman, a 12-year Navy veteran
who suffered multiple injuries, is from Moultrie
in my area of southwest Georgia. Thankfully,
he will soon be well enough to visit his family
on leave. But some of his shipmates remain
hospitalized, and 17 of them will never see
their loved ones again. These brave young
Americans willingly went into harm’s way, and,
like others who have paid the price for our
freedom, they shall forever remain in our
hearts.

We extend our sympathy to the families. We
also express our rage. But that is not enough,
Mr. Speaker.

We must resolve to fight back against these
insane acts by committing the country’s full re-
sources in an aggressive effort to determine
who is responsible, to see that justice is done,
and to do everything possible to deter such
acts in the future. As Navy Secretary Richard
Danzig pointed out, our memory is long and
our reach is longer. As a member of the
House Select Committee on Intelligence, I will

continue working to ensure that the country is
fully prepared to strike back against these
forces of evil.
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 18, 2000, I missed rollcall votes 531, 532
and 533. I request that the record reflect that
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’
on all three votes.
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to commend Mr. David C. Decker,
the 136th Grand Master of Masons in Cali-
fornia. Mr. Decker is a member of Upland-Mt.
Baldly Lodge No. 419, where he has served
as Master since 1974.

A native of Illinois, Mr. Decker was born on
April 4, 1937, and attended public schools in
Ladora, Iowa. Upon moving to California, Mr.
Decker continued his education at Chaffey
College and San Bernardino Valley College.

After thirty years of service to GTE, Mr.
Decker retired. At GTE, his primary responsi-
bility included the supervision and develop-
ment of personnel associated with the installa-
tion and maintenance of telephones.

Mr. Decker is extremely active in the Ma-
sonic community. He is a member of the
Santa Anna Scottish Rite, Riverside York Rite,
Al Malaikah Shrine Temple where he serves
as an Ambassador at Large, National Sojourn-
ers, Grotto, Mission Bell Court—Order of Ama-
ranth, Gate City Chapter—Order of the East-
ern Star, Royal Order of Scotland, and the
Red Cross of Constantine. In addition, he also
serves on the Board of Governors at the
Shrine Hospital in Los Angeles.

Mr. Decker has held numerous positions
within the Masonic Lodge. He served as In-
spector of the 606th Masonic District from
1986–1991; from 1991–1992, he was the Sen-
ior Grand Deacon for the Grand Lodge; and
was named a Trustee of the Board of Trust-
ees of the California Masonic Foundation.

The leadership exhibited by Mr. Decker has
been recognized. In January of 1996, he was
presented with the Hiram Award, and in 1998
he was honored by the International Supreme
Council, Order of DeMolay with the Legion of
Honor.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this 106th Congress
join Upland-Mt. Baldy Lodge No. 419 as they
salute California’s 136th Grand Master of Ma-
sons, Mr. David C. Decker.

TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS SIMMONS

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2000

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize and honor the contributions my good
friend, R. Douglas Simmons, has made to one
of America’s most respected service institu-
tions, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). On
October 27 of this year, Doug will mark 50
years of continuous registration in the Boy
Scouts organization. This lengthy record of
service both as a youth participant and as an
adult leader merits the recognition and com-
mendation of this distinguished body.

First of all, I wish to say a few words about
the Boy Scouts of America itself. Few other
organizations have as admirable a record of
doing good as does the BSA. For ninety
years, Boy Scouts have been symbols of ev-
erything that is right with America’s youth. In
fact, in the eyes of many, the faithful Boy
Scout has come to embody the virtues of per-
sonal integrity and community service.

Scouting is a program that educates young
men in countless fields of study, trains them to
master practical skills, instills in them a sense
of civic duty, encourages them to develop
commitment to their faith and country, and
teaches them to lead a life of service to oth-
ers. Boy Scouts learn and practice the prin-
ciples of cooperation and teamwork. They take
an active role in setting goals, making deci-
sions, and executing plans for themselves and
for the group. Whether it be in today’s busi-
nesses, government institutions, schools, or
families, these leadership skills are clearly in
demand.

Perhaps the BSA’s most valuable role in to-
day’s society is that it provides boys with posi-
tive male role models. In our increasingly fa-
therless society, it is now more important than
ever for young men to have honorable men-
tors that they can look to for example, instruc-
tion, counsel, and companionship.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to say that my
friend, Doug Simmons, has been a part of
BSA’s sterling legacy for the past 50 years.
His scouting career began when he registered
as an eight-year-old Cub Scout on October
27, 1950. He remained active in Scouting
throughout his youth, eventually advancing to
the rank of Eagle Scout and participating in
the Order of the Arrow. In each of his Scout
troops and Explorer posts, Doug held leader-
ship positions. Perhaps the culmination of his
experience as a Boy Scout was when he at-
tended the National Scout Jamboree.

To his credit, Doug has continued his in-
volvement in Scouting as an adult leader. His
ongoing leadership training includes Bear Paw
and Wood Badge courses and time at
Philmont Scout Ranch. He has held numerous
positions at almost every level of Scouting.
Among the troop level positions he has filled
are scoutmaster, troop committee chairman,
unit commissioner, and institutional represent-
ative. At the district level, Doug Simmons has
been Camporee chairman, and he has served
on the camping committee. At the council
level, he has been a member of the Explorer
Advisory Council and the Bear Paw training
staff. Furthermore, he has served in Order of
the Arrow leadership and as a merit badge
counselor.
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